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party. In this I yield to none of your correspondents. I
now beg you will all believe

Most truly Yrs

E. Marlay
Monsieur Fenimore Cooper, Vevay

FROM S. F. B. MORSE

Paris, Septr 6th, 1832
My dear Sir,

Your most tempting letter from Berne was received yes-
terday. Alas! my dear Sir, it is impossible for me to alter
my determination to return home this autumn. You, with
your happy family gathered round you, know too well the
happiness of that circle, not to make allowances for that
weakness (if weakness it may be called) in your humble
servant when he confesses that he longs most ardently to
see around him once more, those dear ones he left behind
him, it is now 3 years ago. Many circumstances would
induce me to stay longer in Europe; not the least I assure
you, is the idea of being near you this winter and of going
home with you in the Spring; but my ulterior plans
would be so completely deranged by the delay, that, how-
ever desirable, I must deny myself the gratification. I
shall be entirely packed up to-rnorrow. I have finished all
that is necessary at the Louvre, and I will venture to say
you will find the last picture on which I painted as highly
finished as any of the others; I wish you could see it; its
general effect is much changed by the finishing of all the
pictures, and when. I put in the gallery by pinning it on to
the large canvas, you cannot conceive what a difference
it makes. Well, you will have the better surprise and
gratification I hope in the Spring; I shall have to finish
the Rembrandt when I get home temporarily from theFarewell dear Mr. Cooper. A long letter from me is
